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therefore I cannot now make use of them.    Whether I shall ever revise it more, I know not.    If many readers had been as judicious, as diligent, and as communicative as yourself, my work had been better.    The world must at present take it as it is.    I am, Sir, ' Your most obliged
' And most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON. 'May 8,1773.'
On Sunday, May 8', I dined with Johnson at Mr. Lang-ton's2 with Dr. Beattie and some other company. He descanted on the subject of Literary Property. ' There seems, (said he,) to be in authours a stronger right of property than that by occupancy; a metaphysical3 right, a right, as it were, of creation, which should from its nature be perpetual ; but the consent of nations is against it, and indeed reason and the interests of learning are against it; for were it to be perpetual, no book, however useful, could be universally diffused amongst mankind, should the proprietor take it into his head to restrain its circulation. No book could have the advantage of being edited with notes, however
of Bromley Parish some time before his death. For this, and another letter from Dr. Johnson in 1784, to the same trueiy respectable man, I am indebted to Dr. John Loveday, of the Commons [ante, i. 534, note 3], a son of the late learned and pious John Loveday, Esq., of Cavers-ham in Berkshire, who obligingly transcribed them for me from the originals in his possession. This worthy gentleman, having retired from business, now lives in Warwickshire. The world has been lately obliged to him as the Editor of the late Rev. Dr. Townson's excellent work, modestly entitled A Discourse on the Evangelical History, from the Interment to the Ascension of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ • to which is prefixed, a truly interesting and pleasing account of the authour, by the Reverend Mr. Ralph Churton. BOSWELL.
1 Sunday was May 9.
8 As Langton was found to deeply resent Johnson's hasty expression at the dinner on the 7th, we must assume that he had invited Johnson to dine with him before the offence had been given.
s In the Dictionary Johnson, as the second definition of metaphysical, says \—'In Shakespeare it means sttpernatiiral or preternatural.' ' Creation' being beyond the nature of man, the right derived from it is preternatural or metaphysical.
necessary resigned the cure
